
 

 
Dear Friends: 
 
As a result of my most recent CrossTalk “study” (Forensic Faith by J. Warner 
Wallace), I was introduced to a Bible reading regime that organizes all of scripture into 
the “order of events as they actually occurred”.  In other words … a chronological 
Bible. 
 
WOW!  I never knew my Bible reading could be so meaningful … intentional … and 
intellectually rewarding.  And, as you probably know, most of our Bibles aren’t 
organized in this way.  In fact, Mr. Wallace, a former detective with the LAPD, who 
worked “cold-case” homicides, states that “like my old casebooks, the texts of the Bible 
are often grouped by type’’.  However, he notes, “you’ll be amazed at how many of your 
foundational questions about the Bible will be answered once you organize and read 
the texts in the correct chronological order.” And much to my surprise, he was 
absolutely right.   
 
Take for example the account of David, recorded in 1 Samuel 22:1-2, where we read: “So 
David left Gath and escaped to the cave of Adullam.  Soon his brothers and all his other 
relatives joined him there.”  If we were reading this account in a traditional Bible, we 
would continue with verse 3, of chapter 22. However, in a chronological Bible, we are 
able to read Psalm 57, followed immediately by Psalm 142.  Why?  Because Psalm 57 is a 
psalm of David, regarding the time he fled from Saul and went into the cave.  And 
Psalm 142 is a psalm of David, regarding his experience in the cave. A prayer.   
 
Imagine how significant that correlation would be to better understand what David was 
actually feeling and experiencing during this episode in his life.   
 
Or … consider how relevant it would be to read of the Apostle Paul’s visit to Ephesus (as 
recorded in Acts 19:8-41), and then realize that in the midst of that visit he wrote his 
letter to the Corinthians.  Evidently, while Paul is ministering to the Ephesians, he gets a 
report that things are falling apart in Corinth.  So right in the middle of his visit, 
immediately following verse 20, of Acts 19, we read Paul’s letter to the Corinthians.   
 
Just knowing that Paul is so concerned for these Corinthian believers, that he is able to 
shift his focus of fruitful ministry in Ephesus in order to address some serious “issues” 
in Corinth (before he goes on to visit them), is very instructive and powerful. That’s what 
“real” ministry looks like, and it’s why the New Testament is so relevant.   
 
In case you would like to check out the many options for a chronological Bible, just 
Google the name into the Google search engine.  I’ve discovered that the One Year 
Chronological Bible in the New Living Translation is what best meets my needs.  But 
whatever you choose, I can guarantee you won’t be disappointed.        
 
Yours for reaching the marketplace.  

Carl 


